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NEWSLETTER 
Half-Way There! 

It’s hard to believe that we are of-

ficially more than half way through 

the school year! 

We have begun our Kindergarten 

Assessments for students for the 

next school year. We will begin 

assessing for grades 1-4 at the 

end of March—the middle of May 

once we know how many stu-

dents are returning next year. 

If you are waiting for a spot for 

next year, don’t forget to check 

your Familyzone account be-

ginning February 1st to ensure 

your email address is up-to-

date. We will contact you by 

email when it is your turn for an 

assessment if a space becomes 

available. You only have 2 busi-

ness days to respond or we will 

need to offer the spot to the next 

person on the list. 

Please do not phone to check 

your position on the list—we can-

not give out that information—but 

we will email you when it is your 

turn. 

February   1 
Professional Development Day, 

No School for students 

7 Deadline to Order Hot Lunch 

14 Hot Lunch and Red/Pink/White MUFTI Day 

18 Family Day Holiday, no school 

26 Gr. 4 Science Fair 

27 

Mufti-Day: Wear PINK in support of Anti-

Bullying Awareness 

Winter Heritage Fun Day 

28  
Teachers Convention, 

No School for students 

1 
Teachers Convention, 

No School for students 
 March  

15 
Hot Lunch & Mufti-Day: Green, 

, Orange 

11-15 DancePlay Special Event all week 

21 
Grade 4 Honour Roll Assembly 2:30pm 

Parent Teacher Interviews 4pm - 7pm                     

23 - April 7 Spring Break 

Important Dates 

Important Surveys 
A reminder that grade four parents were  sent surveys from Alberta Education in January. They must be mailed back to Al-

berta Education by February 23. 

These surveys determine our goals for the next three years and are your chance to tell Alberta Education your opinion about 

our school.  The 

government uses these surveys to determine how well we are meeting your needs. 

They are very important to our future as we use the results to set goals for the upcoming year. 

Follow the Elementary at 

our Twitter address: 

@AACSElementary 



Time for Fun and Learning 

Students in the Elementary are participating in 

the Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser in Janu-

ary and February.  They are raising money for 

the Heart and Stroke Foundation 

To start the event off, Christine from the Heart 

and Stroke foundation came to our school as-

sembly and taught six of our grade four stu-

dents a few skipping tricks. They also taught us to exercise and eat healthy to en-

sure a healthier life, as well as how to recognize the signs of a stroke.  At a school 

in Ontario, a student actually saved his father’s life after watching this video last 

year! 

Students are practising their skipping skills in gym class during January and Feb-

ruary. Skipping not only promotes heart health, but gross motor skills too! 

Pledges are due by February 24. Students who collect $5 in pledges online re-

ceive a skipping rope from the Heart and Stroke Foundation. 

Time for Fun and Learning 



Time for Fun and Learning 

CUBS News 
Our CUBS have been having a wonderful year of service and leader-
ship, as a way to instill good citizenship and a safe and caring school 
environment for all. Students used the acronym CUBS to describe who 
they are and what they do. The term CUBS stands for Confident, Unit-
ed, Benefitting Students.  

On the Winter Heritage Day / Pink Shirt Day, the CUBS will be hosting 
a bake sale. Funds raised will be donated to an Anti-Bullying Charity. 
Our thanks to the parents who are helping their children bring delicious baked goods! Don’t for-
get to send a loonie with your child if they would like a treat. 

The CUBS will be decorating our hallways with Anti-Bullying messages for Pink Shirt Day. 
Having student leaders model anti-bullying is the most effective way to encourage them—and 
all students—to be their best. Teachers in all grades will also be doing Anti-Bullying activities 
during the week of Pink Shirt Day. Look for students proudly wearing their CUBS buttons to 
identify them during their projects.  

We would like to thank Mrs. Powell for her amazing work with this club. 

Grade 1-4 Floor Hockey Intramurals 
Floor hockey intramurals have started and will run until Spring Break. Mrs. J. 

Ouellette ran intramurals for grades 1-3 in December and January, and Mrs. T. 

Ouellette has begun grade 4 intramurals for February. 

 

Our thanks to all the teachers giving 

up their lunch time to supervise and 

organize this great opportunity for 

the kids! 



This years Pink Shirt Day Alberta 2019 theme is centered around 
making an effort to “CHOOSE KINDNESS” as a way to support 
bullying prevention programs in schools and our community. 

Some parents have said in the past they would like an Aurora-
branded Pink Shirt. “CHOOSE KINDNESS” shirts are priced at 
$13.50 + GST. You can order one February 7 here: https://
pinkshirtdayalberta.ca/.  

Students can also choose to wear any pink shirt they own. The 
important thing is to focus on creating a Safe and Caring School 
by standing together! 

Time for Fun and Learning 

What is Pink Shirt Day? 
Pink Shirt Day began in 2007 when a grade 9 student 
was bullied in Nova Scotia for wearing a pink shirt to 
school. Classmates stood up for him by all wearing 
pink shirts the next day. 

We wear pink on August 27 to show support for all 
people who have been bullied and to pledge to be 
kind to others in our classrooms, workplaces, com-
munities, and homes. 

Aurora believes in Restorative Justice: when a stu-
dent makes a mistake, it is a learning experience for 
everyone—the victim, the perpetrator, and the com-
munity. People who make mistakes need to make it 
better. While there is punishment, there is also the 
chance for the person who was hurt to heal. 

We count on your support when we deal with stu-
dents’ mistakes. Mrs. Healy has done a wonderful job 
of reaching out to parents to ensure that you are al-
ways part of the learning and healing process. While 
these are always hard discussions, and sometimes 

the consequences are unpleasant or annoying—such as suspensions—they are important to 
ensure our children learn to be their best. 

Thank you for everything you do to help support our school as a safe and caring place for every-
one. 

https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/posters/ 

https://pinkshirtdayalberta.ca/
https://pinkshirtdayalberta.ca/


Grade 4 Final Exams 
Make sure to mark your calendar for the following 

dates: 

 Friday, June 14: Grade Four English 

 Thursday, June 20: Grade Four Math 

  
 

Mucho Burrito Hot 

Lunch Feb 14 

Vegetarian and gluten-free options.   

Sign up by February 7th.  

Gr. 1& 2 Music Makers 

Our Elementary Grade 3/4 Choir was so 

popular that Mrs. Steinke and Mrs. Powell 

have decided to expand the program.  

Grade 1 and 2 students signed up for the 

opportunity to join a Junior Choir program 

called “Music Makers”. Students will have 

fun with music during study on Tuesdays. 

Our thanks to Mrs. Steinke and Mrs. Pow-

ell for their wonderful work expanding the 

Sound of Music into our school. 

 

 

Crochet Club 

After the success of the grade 3 cro-
chet club, Mrs. Gidda and Ms. Shields 
are starting a crochet club for grade 2 
students.  

Students will have the chance to learn 
a fun hobby and to practise arts and 
crafts with their friends. 

The $5.50 fee covers all supplies for a 
project. It was amazing to see the work 
the grade 3 students did in first term! 

Our thanks to Mrs. Gidda and Ms. 
Shields for giving up their lunch time to 
supervise this fun-filled club. 

LUNCH SUPERVISORS 
NEEDED  

 
We are in need of lunchroom supervi-
sors between 11:20 a.m. and 12:25 
p.m.  
 
if you are available any day of the 
week, please contact Mrs. Bali @ 780-
454-1855.  
 
**Lunchroom supervisors are paid   
$20.00 for their shift each day.** 

Special Reminders 



Writing Awards 
We were honoured to receive an Award of Excellence 

from the Canadian National Creative Writing Contest 

for Young Writers. Last year, 11 of our grade four stu-

dents received awards, so the school also received its 

own Award of Excellence! 

Congratulations to our young writers and to our in-

credible teachers! 

Special Programming 

FRENCH HOMEWORK 

HELP—WEBSITE 

Want to help your child with 

French homework? 

Log on to Mme Marko-Kwasny’s 

French website at  

http://french.auroraschool.ca/ 

All videos and tutorials are post-

ed there! 

Grade 4                

Science Fair 
Grade 4 students are busy working 

on their projects for the Grade 4 Sci-

ence Fair. The Science Fair is an op-

tional project to give students the 

chance to work in groups on project-

based learning—if they would like the 

opportunity. 

Last year, eight of our students quali-

fied to go on to Regionals to compete 

in the Edmonton Area Science Fair! 

 

Stop by the Learning Commons on 

February 26 from 2:30-3:10 to have a 

look at their hard work! 

http://french.auroraschool.ca/


AACS Board of Directors 

 Superintendents’ Corner 

We thank NAIT Provost Kevin Shufflebotham and 

NAIT Academic Head John Kent for their visit to Au-

rora Academic Charter School on January 15, 2019.  

Kevin and John shared positive comments for our 

exemplary teaching and learning team, programs, 

students, staff, and facilities.  We are currently ex-

ploring possible future partnerships in learning and 

research with NAIT and other post-secondary learn-

ing institutions in Alberta. 

This time of year Alberta Education engages our parents, students and teachers in the 

Accountability Pillar Surveys to provide important and timely feedback for our teaching 

and learning team.  Surveys have been mailed to our Grade 4 to 9 parents by Alberta Ed-

ucation.  Our Grade 4 to 9 students and teachers will be completing the surveys as well.  

Do not hesitate to contact your school principal for any further information or support on 

this important Alberta Education Accountability Pillar Survey process for our Aurora 

teaching and learning team.   

Our research partnership with the Simon Fraser University – Dr. Malcolm Steinberg MD 

MSc Principal Investigator, University of Alberta, Aurora Academic Public Schools and 

Edmonton Public Schools will continue to grow and involve more parents over the next 5 

months.  This project is funded by Alberta Education Research Unit and will provide an 

opportunity for parents to share their feedback on the parent-teacher interview process 

and their perceptions on social connectedness to our Aurora teaching and learning or-

ganization and culture.  University of Alberta researcher, Nicole Ofosu (Public Health, 

University of Alberta) will be working with parents in both Aurora and Edmonton Public 

Schools in both interviews and focus group discussions.  We look forward to hearing from 

our parents as we work together to improve parent-teacher interview processes and a 

strong sense of connection to our schools and learning team.   

Sincerely 

Dr. Dale Bischoff – Superintendent 
Dr. Paul Wozny – Deputy Superintendent 



SCHOOL SECURITY 

In an effort to increase school security, two new 

measures have taken place over the holidays.  A num-

ber of additional security cameras were installed 

throughout the inside and outside of the building in 

areas that needed extra monitoring. The front doors 

are now locked during non-peak hours and entry is 

now by a more secured camera and buzzer system lo-

cated on the right side of the external front 

doors.  The office can now easily unlock the front 

doors with a single button.         

The non-peak hours when the front 

doors will be locked are: 

9:00AM - 11:00AM and  

12:45PM - 2:45PM 
There is a sign at the front doors with this infor-

mation.  During the busy peak hours, on  

especially busy days, or evening functions, the front 

doors will remain unlocked.  



School Council 

Our MONTHLY meetings are on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month. 

These are a great way to stay in the loop, share feedback, and meet other parents! 

Our next meeting: 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 6 pm  

in the Learning Commons. 

Please check the school website under "School Council" tab for the most up-
dated information and our meeting minutes, including a link to join the meeting 

online  

(https://meet.google.com/agj-dfvh-mpw). 

Agendas for the upcoming meetings will be emailed a couple of days before. If you are 

unable to attend but would like to send us feedback, information or if you have questions, please 

email us at schoolcouncil@auroraschool.ca. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

West Edmonton Mall Waterpark www.volunteersignup.org/WXCA8 

Tartan headbands: 

These headbands go great 
with the uniforms! They are 
$11 each. Please send us an 
email if you would like one. 

Please continue to follow the flow of traffic, 

West to East, in front of the school, during 

drop off and pick up times so we may keep 

our students safe! 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

Booster Juice: www.volunteersignup.org/BX93J 

Winter Craft Night: www.volunteersignup.org/J4TK4 

Do you have a Facebook 

account? Put in a request 

to join our group “Aurora 

School Council”  

Do you have a twitter ac-

count? Follow us 

@aacsSchCouncil. 

https://meet.google.com/agj-dfvh-mpw
mailto:schoolcouncil@auroraschool.ca
https://www.volunteersignup.org/WXCA8
file:///C:/Users/jharman/Documents/BUEC 640
http://www.volunteersignup.org/J4TK4
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109618249818623/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109618249818623/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/aacsSchCouncil


School Council 

Sunday, April 14 

West Edmonton Waterpark 
For our last fundraiser, we will be selling Waterpark tickets for $20 per ticket. 

There are a limited number of tickets available. The event day is on Sunday, 

April 14, 2019 from 9 am – 11 am, with the option to stay for the rest of the 

day at no extra cost. Our goal is to sell 1,800 tickets to fund our 

student activities.  

Your children should have received the forms by now. If you need another 

form, it is located on our website in the School Council tab. (Current Fund-

raisers). After our first week’s collection of forms and money, we sold 

59 tickets!  Our next collection will be January 31
st

, February 7
th

, and 

February 14
th

.  Depending on demand and how close we are to reaching 

our goal, we may extend the duration of the fundraiser. 

Cerebral Palsy clothes bin 

(green):  

The next time you have clothes you 

no longer need, please bring to the 

school and drop them off in the bin 

that is located in the new parking 

lot where the old and new lots 

join. 

Mabel's Labels: 

Go to the website: cam-

paign.mabelslabels.com and select 

our school Aurora Academic Charter 



Contact Us 

Aurora Academic Charter School       780-454-1855    

12245—131 Street NW      Email us at: elementary@auroraschool.ca  

Edmonton, AB  T5L 1M8      Visit us on the web at www.auroraschool.ca 

2019-2020 CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION 
OPENS Feb 1

st 
and CLOSES Feb 28

th
 on Family Zone 

Please login to your Family Zone account and complete the online declarations, transporta-
tion requirements, information update and payment. If we do not receive your confirmation of 

registration by Feb 28
th
, we can not guarantee your seat! 

Registration is not considered complete until payment is processed and approved 
Yellow Bus routes will be determined based on transportation deposits paid by Feb 28

th
 

We could not offer field trips, Winter Craft Night, Winter Heritage Day, or Summer 

Fun Day without you! 

We have parents who help at events, parents who help in the office, parents who 

help us apply for grants and casinos, and parents who volunteer at field trips. 

We also would like to thank those parents who volunteer their time to attend 

School Council and Aurora School Board meetings, as well as our incredibly hard

-working executive members! 

Our teachers spend countless hours at lunch and after school hosting clubs, intra-

murals, and special events at the school. These are the things that make special 

memories for students. 

Our truest thanks for taking the time to volunteer. We really are an Aurora Family! 

M. Healy, Assistant Principal & J. Harman, Principal 

Mrs. Harman’s Musings 



AUGUST
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

AURORA ACADEMIC CHARTER SCHOOL 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
2019 - 2020 SCHOOL YEAR 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
7

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

19 20 18

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

14 14 17

MARCH APRIL MAY
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

14 17 31 19

JUNE JULY 177 Instructional Days
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 2 Organisational Days
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 Teacher Collaboration
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 and PD Days
28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31 2 Teachers' Convention

18
Non-Operational Days

191 Total Days
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